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 Traditional American values are American social concept and belief which 
are used as the guidelines for American good conducts. The practices of the 
values can be seen through Sing movie by Garth Jennings in 2016. Sing movie is 
chosen because it depicts the practices of traditional American values. The data 
took from the actions, dialogues, and the song soundtack sing by the characters. 
This research problem is how traditional American values are practiced in Sing 
movie. In this research, sociological approach to literature is used since the movie 
describes how the values function as the guidelines for the characters to reach the 
life goals.  
 The results of the research show :  (1) The characters as the representation 
of Americans who show the power of individual freedom by relying on their 
belief that they can make their dream come true. (2) Equality of opportunity in 
America is reflected on how all the characters could join the competition. (3) All 
the characters have to work hard to win the money prize.  
 In conclusion, Sing movie depicts American values on the power of 
common people. It is suggested to next reseacher to conduct a research with the 
same approach by using the movie entitled The Greatest Showman to reveal more 
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Masyarakat Amerika pada Film Sing. Program Studi Bahasa Inggris, Jurusan 
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 Masyarakat Amerika memiliki sebuah kepercayaan dan konsep sosial yang 
digunakan untuk menjadi pedoman dalam berperilaku baik dalam masyarakat 
yang dinamakan nilai-nilai tradisional masyarakat Amerika. Praktik nilai tersebut 
direpresentasikan pada sebuah film yang berjudul Sing yang disutradarai oleh 
Garth Jennings yang dirilis pada tahun 2016. Peneliti memilih Sing sebagai objek 
penelitian karena film tersebut merefleksikan praktik nilai-nilai tradisional 
masyarakat Amerika. Rumusan masalah pada penilitian ini adalah bagaimana 
penggambaran nilai-nilai tradisional masyarakat Amerika pada film Sing. 
Pendekatan pada penelitian ini adalah sosiologi sastra karena melihat bagaimana 
refleksi nilai yang berguna sebagai pedoman oleh para karakter untuk mencapai 
tujuan hidup yang mereka anggap baik.  
 Hasil dari penelitian ini membuktikan bahwa : (1) karakter-karakter pada 
film ini merepresentasikan masyarakat Amerika yang menunjukkan kebebasan 
setiap individu bahwa mereka dapat membuktikan mimpinya menjadi nyata 
dengan cara percaya kepada dirinya sendiri. (2) Kesetaraan dalam mendapat 
kesempatan direfleksikan pada bagaimana karakter dapat mengikuti kompetisi. (3) 
semua karakter harus bekerja keras untuk mendapatkan hadiah yang telah 
dijanjikan dalam kompetisi.  
 Kesimpulannya, film Sing menjelaskan nilai-nilai masyarakat Amerika 
pada kekuatan masyarakat pada umumnya. Peneliti menyarankan kepada peneliti 
selanjutnya untuk melakukan penelitian dengan pendekatan yang sama pada film 
yang berjudul The Greatest Showman untuk mengungkap lebih tentang variasi 
tentang nilai-nilai masyarakat Amerika.    
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1.1 Background of the Study 
America is populated by a lot of immigrants from different cultural 
backgrounds that consist of various ethnicities, such as Native American, British, 
Spanish, French, and etc. It means that America is diverse since most of the 
population are immigrants that came from various countries. Through such 
condition, Americans see their diversity as strength that shapes their national 
identity with assorted characteristics and cultural backgrounds. Zogby, an 
American pollster, answers how American shapes their national identity and it is 
stated in Datesman, et al (2005, p.28) “we all share a common set of values that 
make us American... we are defined by the rights we have....” The commoners set 
values that they use to standardize their life because they have to set their mind to 
achieve the American Dream in order to have better life. In line with Zogby, 
Grube, et al (1994,p.155) stated that “values play a particularly important role 
because they are cognitive representations of individual needs and desires, on the 
other hand, and of societal demands on the other.” Since people interact to each 
other, they set some values and beliefs that they use in society. Therefore, value 




According to previous explanation, Americans have values that they use as 
standard of living. According to Datesman, et al (2005) those values are called 
traditional American values. It is called as traditional because they examine all the 
values, which are derived from its early formation throughout American history. 
The values consist of individual freedom and self-reliance, equality of opportunity 
and competition, and hardwork and material wealth.  
Explaining individual freedom cannot be seperated from self-reliance. In order 
to have individual freedom, they have to rely on themselves, because if they rely 
on someone else they are considered of loosing their freedom. To achieve equality 
of opportunity, they have the same chance to succeed in competition. The last is, 
in order to get the material wealth, Americans believe in hard work. The harder 
they work, the more income they will get in return and it will contribute to their 
wealth rising. Furthermore, how are those values set in all Americans minds? 
As time changes, human begins to reflect their social condition around them 
into a literary work such as movie, since movie is enjoyable by everyone and it 
easy to digest. As well as the function of the movie is to reflect the society with 
audio visual aids. As Abrams, et al (2001, p.1) stated that “Film can be studied as 
cultural products, texts that carry particular values and beliefs which are open to a 
number of different interpretations.” Other function of film  itself is as a tool for 
sharing ideas or values to the audiance. As it is stated by Abrams,  movie means 
to convey particular values and beliefs in  society.  
There are many American movies that portray American values. In a way by 
watching those movies, the audiance can learn how traditional American values 
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are manifested in American social life. However, the potrayal of American values 
is mostly portrayed with man-with-power, for example Captain America, Iron 
Man, Spiderman, and etc. But different with the idea, that most American movie 
is portrayed in man-with-power, the researcher is interested to an animation movie 
entitled Sing. Animation movies mostly focuse with the production process, which  
particularly in relation to human experience. Animation movies express human’s 
experience and desire. Although the characters are animals, they are personified as 
human in real-life conditions. This movie has a uniqeness in devivering the 
animal characters,  which is in the researcher’s opinion, the animal characters 
seem to have been set at random. Such as the biggest animal has the smallest ego 
and the smallest animal has the  biggest ego. Since it is an animation movie this 
movie was designed to children, so there are no big deal with the animal species 
character because all the characters are almost indistinguishable.  
It is important to use the sociological approach to literature since the object of 
the study is a movie that depicts the American society. Analyzing movie as one of 
literary works using sociological approach to literature will provide in-depth 
explanation upon the movie Sing as object.  According to Wellek and Warren 
(1993, p.110), “literature is an expression of society.” It means that movie is a tool 
used to reflect of what happen arround the society. By employing sociological 
approach to literature to analyze literary works, the researcher can analyze the 
social condition that affects the actions of the characters since movie is a portrayal 
of real life. Also, since the characters of this movie is represent as animals, the 
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researcher only focuses on the values not how the animal representation towards 
their actions in this movie.  
Sing portrayed the American values in American society from the practices of 
the actions which performed by all characters. Sing was an Animated Movie from 
Universal Picture and Illumination Entertainment written and directed by Garth 
Jennings and this movie was in theaters at the end of 2016 (Sing, n.d, para, 1). 
Sing exposed a story about a koala named Buster Moon who was having a hard 
time in his life. He was going through bankruptcy of his old and memorable 
theater. And then he tried to keep his theater by holding a great singing 
competition with great prizes. Moon held a singing audition that engaged many 
people. The audition result narrowed only to some finalists who were considered 
to have great singing talent. Finalists that were qualified came from various 
circles of society who tried hard to get the money that had been promised.  Rosita, 
a pig mother of 25 piglets, she struggled with her daily life which spent solely on 
her children and husband. Rosita presented the image of a great ordinary mother. 
Different from Mike, a materialistic mouse, he was a street musician with high-
end suit. There was also a young girl who wanted to reach her dream to become a 
famous musician, Ash, a porapine. Johnny, a teen gorilla, he was a teenager who 
secretly had a great talent, however he suffered demand from his father who was a 
reliable robber. The last one was Meena, an unconfident elephant. She tried to 
fight her shyness and nervous to look amazing. 
Along the way, Moon's plan encountered many obstacles even though he tried 
his best to keep his theater. Until one day, Moon gave up because his theater fell 
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apart. Surprisingly, the finalists still wanted to fight for the results of their hard 
work. They still wanted to show what they had been working on from the 
beginning. Therefore, Moon and all the finalists re-built the theater and prepared 
the stage for the performances.  When the show started, their performances were 
very appreciated by all the audiences and all finalists and Moon's hard work were 
paid off. 
The researcher chooses Sing as the object of this research through several 
considerations. First, Sing is different with other movie that portrayed American 
values’ through man-with-power like Captain America, Iron Man, and etc. Those 
movies reflected the traditional American values by exploring the power that was 
not for the common man. In Sing, the scriptwriter and director show the practice 
of the values through personified animals and to showed that the characters as 
ordinary people or commoners. The second, since Sing is an animated movie 
which is basically can be enjoyed by American regardless of their age. Sing can 
also be guideliness for everyone, especially in relation to the education of 
American values. Third, Sing received 15 nominations at one award and won one 
at the Hollywood Music in Media Award in the Outstanding Music Supervision 
Movie Nomination in 2016 and ranked third in the North Texas Movie Critics 







1.2 Problem of the Study 
Based on the background of the study, the researcher believes Sing movie is the 
potrayal of the traditional American values as stated by Datesman, et al (2005). 
And those values were practiced clearly by the characters. Based on the 
elaboration above, the researcher proposes one problem of the study as the focus 
of the research, that is how traditional American values were practiced in Sing 
movie.  
1.3 Objective of the Study  
According to problem of the study, the objective of the study is to reveal the 






CHAPTER II  
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE  
AND RESEARCH METHOD 
 
 
 Review of related literature is neccesary in order to understand the theories 
used in this research. In this chapter, the researcher provides the theoretical 
framework such as sociological approach to literature as the approach to analyze 
the object since the researcher concerns on the American values. Also, traditional 
American values is used to get comprehensive understanding on American society. 
Since the object of the research is an animation movie, it is important to analyze 
the song soundtrack with soundtrack theory. Considering the object is a movie, 
the researcher uses movie studies and part of movie studies which is mise-en-
scene and cinematography elements to analyze the scene of the movie. 
Furthermore, the researcher elaborates the previous studies that are beneficial in 
conducting this research and the last is the research method applied in this 
research.  
2.1 Theoretical Framework  
2.1.1 Sociological Approach to Literature 
Sociological Approach to literature is the approach that can explain the 
relationship between society and literary works. This approach is able examine the 
social condition that is refelcted in literature itself. Quoting from De Bonand, as 
cited in Wellek and Warren (1993, p.110), “literature is an expression of society.” 
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It means that literature is a tool used by the society for the reflection of what 
happen around them. According to Jadhav (2015, par. 1): 
The sociology of literature is specialized area of study which 
focuses its attention upon the relation between a literary work and 
the social structure in which it is created. It reveals that the 
existence of a literary creation has the determined social situations. 
As there is reciprocal relationship between a literary phenomenon 
and social structure, sociological study of literature proves very 
useful to understand the socioeconomic situation, political issues, 
the world view and creativity of the researchers, the system of the 
social and political organizations, the relations between certain 
thoughts and cultural configurations in which they occur and 
determinants of literary work.  
As Jadav stated, there is a reciprocal relationship between creator’s work (author 
or scriptwritter) to the work its produce and the surrounding social environment. 
The sociological approach to literature can examine literary works on the based on 
the creator’s environment, either where the writers’ write or where the literary 
works are accepted by society. As a creator, it is important to have their own 
surroundings as their principle to create literary work. One situation in the 
surroundings that can be delivered and can affect the literary work is the creator’s 
values and beliefs. From the elaboration, it can be concluded that social condition 
can be portrayed in the literary works, including movie. Accoding to Abrams, et 
al (2001), movie can be studied as cultural product, values, and belief. Thus, from 
movie, people can understand about how social phenomena happens in society. In 
Sing movie, people can understand about traditional American values that are part 
of values which are embraced by American society.  
In Sing movie, the depiction of American social life is clearly shown by the 
characters who hold on traditional American values. To analyze how Traditional 
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American Value is portrayed in this movie, sociological approach to literature is 
one of many approaches that can be used to analyze of social condition that 
affects the actions of the characters in the movie. 
2.1.2 Traditional American Values 
Traditional American values are values that are established by Americans 
at first. It functions to standarize their life. According to Worslay, a British 
Sociologist and Antropologist in his book The Three Worlds (1984), that  “Value 
is general conception of “the good”, ideas about the kind of ends that people 
should pursue throughout their lives and throughtout the many differences 
activities in which they engage.” From previous explanation, the researcher can 
conclude that, value is the measure of goodness and social achievement that is 
reflected in particular society. According to America historical background, all the 
immigrants came from different culture and they arrived in America with the 
same goal. Therefore, traditional American values functions as tools that 
standarize their life in order to achieve the American dream. Considering the fact 
that Americans set of values Datesman, et al (2005) examine Traditional 
American Values which are related one another; individual freedom and self-
reliance, equality and competition, and hardwork and material wealth. 
1) Indivual Freedom and Self-Reliance 
Individual Freedom is probably Americans basic value of everyday life. The 
word “freedom” is the most basic of all the American values. Freedom is also 
reflected in American society today. By freedom, they refer to their right and 
desire that all individuals have choose in their own way. Indivial freedom is how 
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they have freedom to make choices in life. According to Datesman, et al   (2005, 
p.29): 
...many Americans use the word freedom. It is one of the most 
respected and popular words in the United States today. By Freedom, 
Americans mean the desire and the right of all individuals to control 
their own destiny without outside interference from the government, a 
ruling noble class, the church, or any other organized authority. 
 
They have a chance to make their own decision and destiny without interference 
from others. If they are affected by the existence of the others, then they are 
considered to lose the freedom. Therefore, to achieve individual freedom they 
must rely on themselves, and the idea of this is called self-reliance. Americans are 
taught since they are little that they have to stand in their two feet.  According to 
Datesman, et al  (2005, p.29): 
Traditionaly, this means achieving both financial and emotional 
independence from their parents as early as possible, usually by age 
eighteen or tweenty-one. It means that Americans believe they should 
take care of themselves, solve their own problem, and “stand on their 
two feet.”  
As stated by Datesman, if Americans rely to other people to achieve their desire, it 
means they lose their own freedom. Since Americans have the possibility to make 
their plans come true as since most people are free to make choices in life. As 
aconsequence for that, they have the can-do-spirit in this their mind which means 
that they know what they have achieved. Can-do-spirit is such a spirit thought 
they made as a source of inspiration being an American. In Sing movie, it explains 
that all the characters can do anything they want without the help of others. All 
they need is confidence in theirselves. 
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2)  Equality of Opportunity and Competition 
Equality of opportunity is a value in the early beginning in America years ago, 
when the immigrants sought for opportunities in the new world, America. 
Therefore, they treated everyone in the same way because they had equal 
opportunities to get their goal. According to Datesman, et al   (2005, p.31): 
They do not mean that everyone is – or should be– equal. However, 
they do not mean that each individual should have an equal chance for 
success. American see much of life as a race for success. For them, 
equality means that everyone should have an equal chance to enter the 
race and win. 
It means that all people have the same position in the society. But, one  
thing to do in order to achieve the equal opportunity is they have to compete. 
Americans has a high competing soul in many ways, even in their life. According 
to Datesman, et al   (2005, p.31): 
If much of life is seen as a race, then a person  must run the race in 
order to succeed; a person must compete with others, even though we 
know not everyone will be successful. If every person has an equal 
chance to succeed in the United States, then many whould say that it is 
every person’s duty to try. 
 
They have to compete with others, eventhough they know not everyone can be 
successfull. In Sing movie, all types of social circles can join the competition and 
experience the same oppportunity to get the prize regardless the social 






3)  Hardwork and Material Wealth 
To define material wealth in traditional American values context, first, the 
researcher needs to explain hardwork as the significant ethical code. Hard work 
ethics is existed since Puritan era. According to Datesman, et al (2005, p.54-55), 
“this is the basic foundation of existing ethical hard work because the Puritan 
believe that hard work represents the worship to God. Americans share this 
Puritan hard work although they have no attachment to particular chruch”.  
Historically, the immigrants sought for some opportunities since America had 
incredibility abundant of natural resources. America has become the ideal place to 
make dream comes true. It is explained that America was not “get rich over night”. 
Nevertheless, material wealth that they earned came to those who take advantage 
of the opportunities by hard work.  All immigrants are allowed to be wealthy, but 
of course not everyone can be wealthy. However, most of them can successfully 
increase their standart of living by working hard. As Datesman et al (2005,p.32-
33) proposes that “The Puritan work ethic associated material success with 
godliness....in some ways, material possesions were seen not only as tangible 
evidence of people’s work, but also of their abilities.” By taking advantage from 
hard work, people can earn the material wealth since material wealth become 
important to America to standarize their life. Datesman, et al  (2005, p.31) 
proposes that:  
The phrase “going from rags to riches” became a slogan for the 
“American Dream.” Because of the vast riches of the North American 
continent, th dream came true for many of the immigrants. They 
13 
 
achieved material success and many became very attached to material 
things. Material wealth became a value to the American people. 
Upholding material possesions in society is called materialism, but it is 
considered offensive to Americans. For Americans, it is an important to apreciate 
material things that they got with hard work. The reason why material wealth is a 
measure of social status that exists in America because Americans rejected 
aristrocracy system, then they must change the benchmark to assess social status. 
Therefore, material wealth becomes a measure of success and social status 
received by the community. However, the Puritant work ethic related to material 
success with godliness. The Puritant believe in hardwork is way to worship God. 
According to Datesman, et al (2005, p.54-55), “there is correlation between hard 
work and God worshipping in Christianity. Work ethic is also closely related to 
success and materiality of a person who has been destined and given by God.” 
One of traditional American value is hard work and material wealth. Most of 
American dream is to get more and to achieve more so that, the standart of 
successful from Americans is how much you can earn. Since in America there is 
no social status in society, they measure the social status through wealth and 
measure the success they earn by working hard. In this movie, it tells that 






2.1.3 Soundtracks  
Since the researcher found several song soundtrack that supports the findings, 
it needs to be supported by the theory of the soundtracks. According to Nusim 
(2014, p.5), “soundtrack is compilation of songs that are often employed to 
emphasize or comment on the dramatic action in non-musical films. Whether a 
song is heard on the soundtrack or performed live within the film, the lyrics may 
express or emphasize the thoughts or emotions of the characters.” In this movie, 
the song sang by each character could strengthen the performance of the 
characters who practices American values in the movie. As stated by Abrams, 
(2001, p.111), “a soundtrack is usually essential for a film; it creates mood and 
streghtens meaning.” Soundtrack as a tool that shows the state of condition of a 
character in a single scene. The researcher is not going to conduct deeper analysis 
about the background of the original song or musics. This research is only use 
song soundtrack the characters sang that has lyrics  as the data to prove the values 
practiced by the characters.  
2.1.4 Movie Studies  
In line with the main object of this research which is a movie that contains 
values for particular society, movie studies are considered as important theory to 
analyze the movie in order to reveal the meanings implied.  As Abrams (2001, 
p.1) believes "film can be studied as a cultural product, a text that carries certain 
values and beliefs that are open to a number of different interpretations." Based on 
Abrams, movie is internediaries to deliver values to the society. Since movie has 
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the elements that are different with other literary works, it is important to analyze 
the movie with movie studies. To analyze traditional American values in Sing 
movie, the researcher will use the important technique of movie studies which is 
mise-en-scene. 
2.1.5  Mise-en-Scene   
 Mise-en-scene is a study to emphasize the content of individual frame. It 
refers to what appears on the scene. Abrams (2001, p.93)  points out that “The 
elements covered by mise en scene are setting, props, costume, performance, 
lighting, and colour.”  Setting makes viewers focus on the exact time and place 
which may be related with some historical background (ganti). According to 
Abrams (2001, p.94); (1) setting is provided by filming on location, in a setting 
that actually exists; (2) Property may simply steghthen the effect of the setting by 
making the environment in which the action take place visually more 
convincing”; (3) Costume help to create an actors character. They can place an 
actor within a particular historical period, indicating social class or life style, even 
determining what is possible and what is not”; (4) performace is what an actor 
does within a shot obviously contribute significantly to the meaning produced.; 
(5) Lighting is a method to irradiate the actors, props or the situation in scene. In 
which in animation movie object, lighting  refers to the colour on the movie scene.
 In this research, the researcher uses some of mise-en-scene elements which 
are setting, costume and performance. Setting analysis is important to show 
common society environment. Costume is important because from the costume 
the researcher could conclude that all the characters practiced common people. 
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Performance is also an important element to analyze in this research since the 
performance of the character can show what form of activity that can describe 
traditional American values.  
2.1.6  Cinematography 
 Besides using the elements from mise-en-scene, the researcher also need to 
analyze this movie using cinematography elements. According to Abrams (2001, 
p. 97), “If mise-en-scene refers to what is placed in front of the camera,  
cinematography is concerned with recording the elements within a shot.” So how 
the researcher analyze a scene within a shot is using framing. As stated by  
(Abrams, p.98), framing is refers to the edges of a shot, in that framing determines 
both what in include and what is exlude. Just as Abrams (2001, p.98), there are 
five basic shot sizes, such as : 
1. Extreeme Long Shot (ELS) 
A movie usually begins by using ELS because ELS usually introduce us 
the character and  the setting place. ELS allows us to see the character  
with it surrounding.  
2. Long Shot (LS) 
LS usually shot a whole subject from the hair to toe. The audiance still 
treated with the character’s surronding.  
3. Medium Shot (MS)  
MS covers the subject of the hands up to the top of the head (waist up).  
4. Close Up (Close Up) 
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Close Up usually shows the focus on the face. It is usually describe the 
character emotions or reactions towards surroundings.  
5. Extreeme Close Up (ECU) 
ECU is focusing on featuring on some part of the subject face. It is usually 
a shot for a single feature like character’s eyes or mouth.  
 The researcher used framing as the movie studies because it empasize 
parts the meaning of the movie. For example, shots are used to empasize parts 
which need to be focuse, in this case is about  traditional American values. Thus, 
the concept of framing and shots is needed to analyze in this research.  
 
2.2 Previous Studies 
 There are a lot of researchers who conducted study on traditional 
American values and movies as the objects. However, the present researcher 
focuses only on two previous that will be researcher’s references. The first one is 
entitled Steve Rogers’ Character in Capital America: The First Avenger as A 
Representation of Hardworking Value in Traditional American Value by Bayu 
Ramadhan (2013). In his research, Bayu focuses on analyzing hardwork value.  
The second one is entitled American Values Manisfestation Potrayed By Atom in 
Real Steal The Movie by Selvy Darmianti (2015). Darmianti focuses on the 
equality of opportunity, competition, material wealth, and hardwork. Those two 
researchers have the same approach which is sociological approach and American 
values like what researcher do in this research, but the focus are different. The 
researcher is employing all of traditional American values by Datesman, et al 
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(2005) , which is different from the previous researchers, that focus on one or two 
values only. Moreover, the previous study did not deal with animation movie and 
that is the gap that present researcher would like to fill which is conducting 
traditional American value study upon an animated movie. 
 
2.3 Research Method  
There are several steps to conduct this resecarh which are deciding material 
object, collecting and classifying the data, analyzing the data, and the last is 
drawing conclusion.  
1. Deciding the Material Object  
In this research, an animated movie entitled Sing was chosen as the object of 
the study. Since the object is a movie, the researcher uses audio visual data to 
conduct this study. The researcher uses sociological approach to literature to 
analyzes the data since the movie is the representation of traditional American 
values which is part of American society. Also, the theory of traditional American 
values by Datesman, et al (2005) will be used to get comprehensive understanding 
on the concept of American society.  
2. Collecting and Classifying the Data  
The researcher uses several steps to collect the data. First, the researcher will 
watch the movie several times to comprehend the actions and dialogues of the 
characters. Second,  listing and listening all the song soundtracks lyrics the 
characters sang for several times. The third is taking some notes in some scenes 
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and song soundtracks lyrics the characters sang which show traditional American 
values. The last, classifying those data based on the type of traditional American 
values. 
3. Analyzing the Data 
In analyzing the data, the researcher will analyze the actions, dialogues and the 
song soundtracks lyrics the characters sang based on the practices of traditional 
American values. After that, the researcher will analyze several scenes and song 
soundtracks lyrics the characters sang that manifested traditional American values. 
4. Drawing Conclusion  
The researcher applies the type of traditional American values that supports 
through the actions, dialogues and song soundtracks lyrics the characters sang 
lyrics of the characters. Thosse can be seen in the dialogues, the scenes, and the 
song soundtracks lyrics the characters sang in the movie. After analyzing the 
findings, the researcher generates conclusions about how traditional American 









In this chapter, traditional American values in Sing movie is analyzed 
using the theory of traditional American values by Datesman. After collecting and 
highlighting data based on the actions, dialogues and the song soundtracks lyrics 
the characters sang in Sing movie, there are several scenes that reflected 
traditional American values.  The discussion about traditional American values in 
Sing movie will be divided into three parts based on the theory explained by 
Datesman in which each value has correlations to one another. The first values are 
individual freedom and self-reliance, the second are equality of opportunity and 
competition, while the last one are hardwork and material wealth. 
 
3.1 The Characters Practice Individual Freedom and Self-Reliance  
 Individual freedom and self-reliance are closely connected to each other. 
Individual freedom cannot be separated from the life of Americans. It makes them 
American. The definition of individual freedom is how someone is free to make 
choices in their life. It is a basic right for Americans because they believe in the 
concept of individual freedom. When everyone is free to make choices in their life, 
in consequence, they have to rely on themselves. According to Datesman et al 
(2005, p.29) “by Freedom, Americans mean the desire and the right of all 
individuals to control their own destiny without outside interference from the 
government, a ruling noble class, the church, or any other organized authority.” 
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They have to believe in their capability to do what they want. In Sing movie, 
everyone shows that they can stand in their own feet to join the competition with 
all sorts of social background. In this research, there were actions, dialogues, and 
song soundtracks lyrics that the characters sang which strenghten the data of 
individual freedom and self-reliance in single scene.  
In Sing movie, the story began with a koala named Buster Moon who wanted 
to hold a singing competition because he wanted to save his theater. He held a 
singing competition that could be joined by everyone. At first, he placed $1000 
prize for the competition, but his assistant accidentally added two zeros behind 
and it became $100.000. Moon did not realize it and the flyer spread out to the 
town before he knew the mistake the assistant did. When the flyer had been 
spread throughtout the city, everyone was interested with the money prize 
promised on the flyer. 
In this movie, individual freedom and self-reliance were practiced by 
several characters. It was represented by two teenagers named Johnny and Ash. 
They showed the freedom as independent Americans by choosing the course of 
their own lives and being reponsible with it by standing on their own feet. Also, 
there were several characters who represented the self-reliance value without 
showing their practice of individual freedom value.  
The first were Johnny, he was a son of a robber. Everything in his life was 
controlled by his father. His father hoped that Johnny could be like him. Therefore, 
Johnny was trained by his father to help him launch his gang’s robbery plan. 
Johnny’s character represented individual freedom when he knew about the 
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singing competition. At first, Johnny realized that he had another side of himself 
that was not same as his father’s love; he liked singing instead. In this case, 
individual freedom was portrayed when Johnny made the decision to join the 
competition. According to Tocqueville, cited in The Making and Persistence of 
American Dream (1989, p.194) by John Kenneth White and Sandra L. Hanson 
said that, “owe nothing to any man, they expect nothing from any man, they 
acquire the habbit of always considering themselves as standing alone, and they 
are apt to imagine that they whole destiny  is in their own hands.” In this context,  
Johhny tried to join the audition not because of other’s decision or desire but 
because of what he wanted within himself. Later on, when Johnny was qualified 
the audition, he did many ways to stay focus in the rehearsal competition. He tried 
to be responsible with his choice.  However, he got trouble because of his 
carelessness. His father and the gang were caught by the police and imprisoned. 
Not only that, after knowing that the cause of it all was because of Johnny 
attending the singing rehearsal, his father was very dissapointed. He thought that 
his son was doing something that should not be done as a robber’s son, it was 
shown in the dialogues below:  
Dad : Where were you? 
Johnny  : Um, I was at a rehearsal 
Dad : Rehearsal? For what? 
Johnny : I was at a singing contest. Look Dad, I’m sorry, I just want to be in 
your gang. I want to be a singer 
Dad : Singer? 
Johnny  : Look! Dad! No, It’s okay. I can get the bail money. There’s a prize. 
It’s   100.000$  
Dad : How did I end up with a son like you, eh? You’re nothing like me. 
You never were and you never will be 
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Johnny : I’ll get you out! Dad, wait! I’ll get the money! I promise 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
From the dialogue above, Johnny’s father considered Johnny’s decision to join the 
singing competition as something that was not masculine. From the line, “you’re 
nothing like me”, it could be seen that what Johnny did was not suitable with 
everything that had been taught to him. His father taught him to drive fast like a 
man and his father always involved him on every plan of his, so Johnny could 
start being a professional robber.   
 
 
Figure 3.1 Johnny’s father expression toward Johnny’s decision to join the 
competition. 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
 In this scene, the frame uses close up shot of Johnny father’s face 
expression. It takes place in a prisons office. The costume of his father is the 
orange uniform for a prisoner. His face shows the disappointment and also anger 
towards his son. Eventhough his father’s response was not good, he tried to 
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convince his father that he could get his father out of the jail with the prize he 
would get. Johnny insisted on his decision to be the part of singing competition. 
Johnny’s action shows the idea self-reliance as the consequence of individual 
freedom in his life. He believes that he must be responsible with his choice.  
Johnny knew what he wanted, he did not follow his father as a robber but 
he joined the competition. He realizes his talent for being a good singer. Graeff 
(2012, p.116) assumed that “Positive freedom (or positive liberty) denotes the 
possibility of acting itself and refers in its broader sense to the fact that actors can 
realize their goals.”  Instead putting off his dream to be a singer, he tried to learn 
piano and asked Miss Crawly for extra time, as it is shown in the dialogues : 
Miss Crawley  : You gave me a fright there! 
Johnny  : Sorry, I didn’t meant to. I just... I know it’s late but I could 
really use some extra piano lessons  
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
In those dialogues,  it can be seen  that he was responsible with his decision. He 
showed that in those dialogue that insisted on having extra time for the piano 
practices until he succeed on the show because he believed that he could change 
his life from his big potential in singing. According to Datesman et al (2005, p.30),  
“Most Americans believe that they must be self-reliant in order to keep their 
freedom. If they rely too much on the support of their families or the government 
or any organization, they may lose some of their freedom to do what they want.” 
In character Johhny, he stayed in the singing competition, even though he lost his 
chance to talk to his father. But, he still wanted to prove his singing talent by 
joining the last show conducted by Moon. Johnny also wanted to prove to his 
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father that he was good at singing. He tried hard to practice his piano playing 
skills with Ms.Crawley so he could show his best performance later. All his hard 
work paid off at the last show, he succeeded to sing a song with playing the piano 
by himself. Again, unexpectedly, his father was willing to escape from prison to 
express his pride to Johnny. 
 
Figure 3.2 Johnny’ father expression that he was so proud  of Johnny 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
 The close up shot framing emphasizes facial expression of Johnny’s father 
after knowing that Johnny’s performance is shown on the television. He still wore 
the prisoner uniform and met Johnny to say that he was so proud of Johnny. From 
the expression, he shows his pride for his Johnny’s performance. Johnny proved 
that he was on the right choice to become a successful singer.   
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 In consequence for his decision he has to be responsible with his choice as 
well. It was reflected in the song he sang entitled I’m Still Standing. This song 
was originally sung by Elton John in 1983. Here are the lyrics; 
Don’t you know I’m still standing better than I ever did 
Looking like a true survivor, feeling like a little kid  
I’m still standing after all this time 
Picking up the pieces of my life 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
This song tells about a man that can rise up from his downturn in the past 
and can succeed with his hard work. He shows his great achievement to everyone 
who leave and mock him before. In the lyrics, “don’t you know I’m still standing 
better than I ever did” shows that he can do what he achieved without the help of 
those people. He could achieve it with his own ability. In the end, Johnny showed 
the ability he has which is singing; he did not want to be a professional robber like 
his father. He has his own talent and he insists to show it and he succeeds by his 
own way. 
 The second character is Ash, a musician. She is a pop rock singer who 
who sings from one cafe to another cafe, but she is not alone. She had a partner, 
her boyfriend. They are a duet singers. His boyfriend plays the main vocal and 
Ash’s plays roles as a backing vocal and harmonizer. They both sang as a duet in 
the audition, but this time, Ash showed something unsual. She showed her 
maximum ability to sing. In the preliminary round, Moon was only interested in 
Ash. After all, Ash convinced her boyfriend that she could win and got the prize. 
Then she would use it to make music studio for them to be better known by 
people later on. In the first rehearsal Ash attended, Moon delivered a song that 
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was considered suitable with Ash’s personality. Moon assumed Ash would 
succeed in bringing the song as he asked. However, Ash said that she had her own 
genre of music. Again, in this context, Ash practices individual freedom when she 
shows that she chooses to sing with the genre of music she likes rather than 
having to sing with Moon's preferred song. In which case he attempted to write 
her own song.  
Meanwhile, while Ash tried to write her own song, her boyfriend judged 
her decision and mocked her because Ash was considered as not capable to write 
a song by herself. It was shown on the dialogues below: 
Ash’s Boyfriend : Oh, man, these are, like the cheesiest songs of all time 
Ash : I know right, I mean I was even thinking of writing my own 
song instead.  
Ash’s Boyfriend : Wait, what? Your own song? 
Ash : Well, yeah 
Ash’s Boyfriend : Look, if you want to win that money, just do what the koala 
says. 
Ash : Why? You think I can’t write my own song? 
Ash’s Boyfriend : I’m just saying, not everyone can write songs, okay? I know 
make it look easy, babe, but it’s not. 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
On the dialogues, her boyfried said that writing a song was not that easy; 
meaning that he underestimated Ash’s ability to write a song. In the end, she 
convinced herself that she could join the singing competition without his partner. 
Bellah et al (1985, p.6)  stated that “Individual freedom or individualism means 
that people are free to pursue whatever their goal as long they consider about and 
avoid the interference to the others’ values.” In this case, she could prove that she 
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could successfully write a song, despite her grief of being left by her boyfriend. In 
this action, Ash insisted on showing her ability by showing that she could achieve 
her success by writing and singing her own song.  
 
Figure 3.3 Ash singing her own song in her last performance 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
 Figure 3.3 is a medium shot, it emphasizes Ash from waist to head. It 
shows Ash sang with her electric guitar on the stage. It also shows Ash’s facial 
expression when she sang a song entitled Set It All Free. In this movie, it tells that 
this song is written by Ash. She sang her song by closing her eyes that showed 
that she can go to the meaning of the song because it was inspired by her own life. 
This song tells about a girl who can rise up without a man beside her. By singing 
her song, she proved that in order to be successful she did not need a boyfriend to 
interfere her life. It was shown on the lyric below: 
I was a girl caught under your thumb  
But my star’s gonna shine brighter than your sun 
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And I will reach so high, shoot so far 
Gonna hit gonna hit hit every target  
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
The lyric “I was a girl caught under your thumb” shows that her life is 
driven by her boyfriend. But the following lyric said that “But my star’s gonna 
shine brighter than your sun” shows that she can prove her ability to everyone that 
she is nothing like he thinks she is. Furthermore, in the lyrics “I will reach so high” 
shows Ash’s freedom by letting her boyfriend go and she decides to be succesful 
by her own. She believes that she can reach her goals even though she stands 
alone without the existence of her boyfriend like her usual life. She proves that 
she can do and reach the goal she wants. As Datesman et al (2005, p.29) states 
that “It means that Americans believe they should take care of themselves, solve 
their own problem, and “stand on their two feet.” Ash proved that she could stand 
on her own two feet by letting his boyfriend with other girl. She proved that she 
could do anything without the help of her boyfriend. Discussing Johnny and Ash 
practiced the individual freedom and self-reliance at the same time. It cannot be 
denied if one of these values is practiced one of them even though they are 
basically a consequence of each other. Other character also practiced self-reliance 
without showing the individual freedom they had in their life.  
The first is Moon, who had a strong confidence in himself. He believed in 
himself that he could save his theater by holding the biggest singing competition 
in town. He told his plan to his friend, Eddie, that he wanted to make him believe 




Moon : So, what do I do? 
Eddie  : Quit? 
Moon  : No! I give them a show they cannot resist which is gonna be.. my next 
show is gonna be .. drumroll, please... a singing competition.  
Eddie  : A singing competition? Who wants to see another one of those? 
Moon  : Everyone! Just think! Your neighbor, the grocery store manager, that 
chicken, right there! Everyone in this city gets a shot at being a star live on 
my stage 
Eddie  : Buster! This is a terrible idea!  
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
”This is a terrible idea,” said by Eddie showed that Moon being 
underestimated. However, by Moon saying that “I give them a show they cannot 
resist” shows Moon’s confidence on claiming that it will be the the biggest event.  
 
Figure 3.4 Moon’s expression when showing his idea  
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
 This scene is framed using close up shot, it shows Moon facial expression. 
In his expression, it shows Moon’s spirit to hold the singing competition. Not only 
that, Moon’s self-confidence continued as he realized his assitant’s mistake. At 
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first, Moon got confused how to show all the candidates the prize money, but he 
decided to have all the contestants go home and be ready for tomorrow’s rehearsal. 
The dialogues below shows Moon expression:  
Moon  : I gotta send you all home. Thats right! Rehearsals begin first thing 
tomorrow morning. And if you want to becomes starts and win 100 
grand, then you better ready to work harder than you’ve ever work in 
your live. So get some sleep and dream big dreams. 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
It showed that he tried to convince the contestants that they have to work 
hard to get the prize money. He wanted to make all the contestants trust him that 
he could show the money later.  In the beginning, Eddie asked Moon to give up 
with his decision, because he thought that Moon could not made it. Eddie 
suggested Moon to give up, again, it was because he was not sure what would 
happen if Moon keep this show in this kind of situation. Rather than letting this 
singing competition run apart to save this theater, they can do anything else better 
than this. It is shown in the dialogue below: 
Moon : Don’t you worry Eddy! There’s got to be a way to get it. 
Eddie  : What? Buster, no, listen to me! This show is not gonna save your 
theater you’re at rock bottom, pal! 
Moon : Yep, and do you know what’s great about hitting rock bottom, 
Eddie? There is only way and to go, and that’s up! 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
 In this dialogue, Moon is clearly shown as a man with a high confidence 
as an American. Eventhough Eddie recomended him to give up, it did not change 
Moon’s decision in taking this action. Moon still insisted that he could do various 




Figure 3.5 Moon’s expression when convincing Eddie that he could hold the 
singing competition 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
Figure 3.5 uses long shot, it emphasizes Moon from head to toe and the 
surrounding. In this scene, he raises his hands up that indicates that he had the 
spirit in himself to make this singing competiton becomes reality. The smile on 
his face also shows the spirit. He shows  his confidence to Eddie that he will make 
this happen as he wishes. 
 The second character is Mike. He reflects an American who has over-self-
confidence. His over-confidence was shown when he bragged about winning the 
competition with his self-acclaimed good singing talent. He was overly positive 





Meena  : Awesome! 
Mike  : Awesome? Yeah, I think the word  you’re after is “awful.” 
And that’s me restraining myself. There not an ounce of talent 
between them. Not an ounce. In fact, you know what? I think 
that prize is as good as mine already.  
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
 The dialogue, “here not an ounce of talent between them. Not an ounce” 
shows that he had confidence that he was the most talented contestant of all. He 
had a strong self-confidence for himself that made him underestimate others’ 
talents. In the sentence, “In fact, you know what? I think that prize is as good as 
mine already” means that he showed that he had a strong belief to win the singing 
competition.  
 
Figure 3.6 Mike’s expression that he is the most talented of all 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
 Figure 3.6 uses long shot, it shoots Mike from head to toe and also the 
background, which was in the rehearsal room. He smiled while lifting his 
eyebrows that shows his excitement of winning the competition. Mike’s self-
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confidence also described in the song he sang in the last performance. The song is 
entitled My Way. This song was popularized by Frank Sinarta and released in 
1967. This song shows that individual freedom and self-reliance have close 
relation one another. The lyrics is presented below: 
I did what I had to do and saw it through without exemption 
I planned each charted course, each carefull step along by the way 
And more, much more than this,  
I did it my way  
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
 
In the beginning of the lyrics “I did what I had to do and saw it through 
without exemption” shows about a man who chooses his own way. The lyrics 
manifests individual freedom, in this context, Mike did anything in his life 
without the interference of others. He did it on the basis of his desire. But in the 
second line, “I planned each charted course, each carefull step along by the way”, 
is about how he had a planned his course, keeping his own choice, and believe in 
himself to go with it. He believed in himself that he could do his choice without 
the other’s help.  
 Self-reliance value is also refelcted through the character Rosita. She is a 
mother of 25 piglets, and a housewife. Everything in the house was managed by 
Rosita. Despite all her responsibility being a housewife, she had a good potential 
talent which is singing. Even her kid mocked her but she wanted everyone realize 





Rosita’s son : Look at me! I’m mommy. La la la la!  
Rosita : Caspar! Get of the table! 
Norman  : Rosita, have you seen my car keys? 
Rosita : Norman, would you please tell them what a good singer I am?  
Norman : oh yeah, you were great honey.  By the way the bathroom sink 
is blocked again. Bye honey!  
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
From the dialogue above, Rosita wanted to make everyone realize that she has a 
good singing talent by asking Norman to tell their piglets about how good their 
mother in singing. In this dialogue, Rosita practiced self-reliance value that she 
believed in herself that she is a good singer. In the beginning, Rosita’s self-
confidence is also described in the song she sang entitled Firework, here are the 
lyrics : 
Cause baby you’re  firework 
Come on show ‘em what your worth  
Make ‘em go oh oh oh  
As you shoot across the sky-y-y-y 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
 
The lyric “come on show ‘em what your worth” shows Rosita desire to 
show the talent she has. Although she is taking care of 25 children, Rosita is a 
creative character. She did everything she could to make a equipments that could 




Figure 3.7 Rosita expression when she thought what she could do later 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
Figure 3.7 is a medium shot, it emphasizes Rosita from waist to head. It 
shows Rosita facial expression and her surrounding. In this scene, it pictured 
Rosita’s expression after remembering what Moon said in the theater about 
tomorrow’s rehearsal. Her face shows the spirit that she can do both everything 
for the rehearsal. In order to join the rehearsal and did the housework, Rosita 
made a equipments that could replace and help her when she was not at home. By 
doing that, Rosita is represented as responsible with her decision to join the 
competition and also as a housewife.  
 Rosita’s self-confidence is also reflected in the song she sang with Gunter 
in the last show. They sang a song entitled Shake it Off. It is an original song of 
Taylor Swift and was released in same year with Sing movie. There are the lyrics 
that contain self-reliance value : 
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I never miss a beat  
I’m lightning on my feet 
And that’s what they don’t see 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
The song Shake It Off shows about a woman who did whatever she wants 
eventhough a lot of people assume that she could not do that.The line ”I’m 
lightning on my feet, and that’s what they don’t see” shows that she believed in 
herself that she has a spirit in herself and this is something they did not need to 
know. She believed that she can do what she wants and other people who mock 
and underestimate her will not block her way.  
 The last character is Meena, she was practiced as a teenager with a low 
self-confidence. In the beginnning of the story, she failed in the audition because 
she was so nervous to singing at that time. However, she encouraged herself to 
ask for the second audtion because she really wanted to be the part of Moon’s 




Figure 3.8 Meena’s expression when she asked Moon to have second audition 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
 Figure 3.8 uses extreme close up framing which emphasizes Meena’s 
facial expression. This scene shows Meena’s facial expression when she asked 
Moon to give the second audition for her. In this scene, Meena followed Moon 
and already prepared what she was going to say in her hand. It means that is not 
easy to say it for Meena. Her ears also almost covered her face that indicates she 
was shy and not comfortable enough to do this.  
 Finally at the end, she had the confidence to sing in front of all the 
audiances. At first, she was still very nervous and even could not move, however, 
Moon supported her and convinced her that she could do it. In the beginning, she 
was singing with her ears that covering her half face and her eyes were down, she 
was not looking at the audiances  As the song flowed, Meena opened her ears and 




Figure 3.9 Meena’s expression when she was on the show  
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
 Figure 3.9 is medium shot that emphasizes Meena from waist to head. It 
shows Meena’s facial expression and her gesture when she sang the song.  At first, 
she just opened her ears but eventually she started to grab the mic and dance. It 
shows that she enjoyed the song. Not only her actions that reflected her 
confidence, the song she sang also showed her self-confidence. The song entitled 
Don’t You Worry’Bout a Thing, so here the lyrics:  
Everybody needs a change 
A chance to check out the new 
But you’re the only one to sees  
The changes you take yourself through 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
 
 This song tells about a girl who reminds everyone that they must believe 
in their selves because everyone have an equal chance to live their life. It is shown 
in the lyric “a chance to check out the new, but you’re the only one to sees.” It is 
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also about you must believe in yourself when other’s do not. Therefore, if they 
needed it, they must believe in their selves. The chance that everyone has is the 
same but they have different way to make a step.  
3.2 The Characters have Equal Opportunity to Compete in Singing 
Competition   
 Equality of opportunity and competition have close relation to each other. 
Everyone has the same chance to be successful, which means they have equal 
position getting the opportunity to be successful. Because everyone has equal 
position they have to be ready to be very tight in competition of life. According to 
Datesman, et al “They do not mean that everyone is –or should be– equal. 
However, they do not mean that each individual should have an equal chance for 
success. American see much of life as a race for success” (2005, p.29). Hence, 
competition is the consequence for having equality of opportunity. Everyone have 
to compete each other to get the goals they want. Since everyone is equal, 
competition is a part of their social life.  
 The singing competition in Sing movie could be joined by everyone. All 
audition participants have equal opportunity to compete and this is not shown with 
much dialogues. This is indicated by the appearance of the characters through the 
costumes they wear. According to Abrams, (2001, 94), “They (costume and prop) 
can place an actor within a particular historical period, indicate social class or 
lifestyle, and even determine what is possible and what is not.” So that, in this 
research, the actors’ costume is determined who are they in a society. In this 
discussion, most character is showed that they are a common people. 
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At first, Moon expressed his wish to Eddie that he wanted to hold a 
singing competition that be joined by everyone. He was very excited when 
explaining this to Eddie because he hoped Eddie's father would still help him 
again after his previous failures, like dialogues below : 
Moon : I give ‘em a show that they cannot resist, which is gonna be .... Now 
my next show is gonna be, drumroll  please, a singing competition 
Eddie : A singing competition? Who wants to see another one of those? 
Moon : Everyone! J-j-j-just think. Your neighbor, the-the-the grocery manager, 
that that that chicken right there. Everyone in this city gets a shot being a 
star live on my stage  
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
Based on dialogue “Everyone! J-j-j-just think. Your neighbor, the-the-the 
grocery manager, that that that chicken right there. Everyone in this city gets a 
shot being a star live on my stage” shows that this competition can be joined by 
everyone. As Toqueville (1945, p.146) said that “when hereditary barriers to 
aspirations disappear people feel that unbounded opportunity lies ahead; yet the 
reality is that the individual is thrown into competition with all the others who, 
like himself, are no longer barred by hereditary disadvantage from striving for the 
same goals. The same quality that allows every citizen to conceive these lofty 
hopes renders all citizens less able to realize them; it circumscribes their powers 
on every side, while it gives freer scope to their desires.” In this movie, it shows  
how the participants of the audition are practiced as commoners so everyone has 
the same opportunity to become a star. In this research, the researcher will prove 
that the participants of the audition are commoners through the costumes and 
daily activities of the characters.  
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Like the first character, Johnny,  he was a common teenager. However, he 
was a son of a robber. Johnny’s father was didactic, but Johnny realized that he 
had different side on himself, he loved singing. 
 
Figure 3.10 The portrait of Johnny, an  ordinary teenager.  
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
 In figure 3.10, the frame is in long shot that emphasizes Johnny from head 
to toe when he was a spy in father’s robbery plan. He wore a casual sweater, long 
jeans trouser, a leather jacket, and a pair of sneakers. There are no indications that 
he comes from a social status class. All he uses shows that he is an ordinary 
teenager. 
 The second character is Rosita. She was illustrated as a busy mother and 
wife. She was a mother of 25 piglets. Her everyday life was busy because 




Figure 3.11 The portrait of Rosita, a housewife. 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
Figure 3.11 is long shot emphasizes the setting and the character’s 
surrounding. This scene shows that Rosita has a lot of things to do and has too 
many piglets to take care of. The clothes she wore reflects that she was an 
ordinary mother. She wore with pink shirt, simple pants along the knee, and an 
apron when she did the  homechores. In figure 3.11, it is shown how busy she is 
being a mother and wife in her everyday life.  
The next character is Ash, she was illustrated as a teenage porapine who 
worked as a cafe singer, but she was not alone. Actually, she was just a backing 




Figure 3.12 The portrait of Ash in the last show, a cafe singer  
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
 In figure 3.12 is long shot, it shows the character from head to toe and it 
surroundings. The clothes she wore is a casual sweater and square-paterned skirt, 
a skinny jeans and also her electric guitar.Those are representing that she is not 
too feminie character, she shows that she is a pop rock musician. She also shows 
she is an ordinary musician with an average career.  
 In this movie, the figure of musician is shown again by the character 
named  Mike. He was a white mouse who works as a street musician. He 




Figure 3.13 The portrait of Mike, a street musician 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
 Figure 3.13 is taken with long shot emphasizing Mike from head to toe 
and also his background setting which is railway station stairs. The suit that he 
wore when playing the saxophone in the railway station explain that he pretend 
that he was a high class musician.  He was so arogant and materialistic character. 
It shows when he did not what his performance rewarded with coin because he 
shows his best talent of all.  
 There are a lot of teenage figure in this movie, one of them is Meena. She 
was a shy teenage elephant. She was illustrated as a ordinary teenager living in a 




Figure 3.14 The portrait of Meena, a shy teenager  
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
 In Figure 3.14 uses long shot. It emphasizes Meena from head to toe. It 
shows Meena’s gesture when she dropped the microphone on the stage. Her ears 
almost covered her face indicating that she was shy at that time. Like Johnny, 
Meena is also an ordinary teenager. In this frame it shows she wore sweaters, 
jeans trousers, and a pair of sneakers. There is no indication that it has social 
status in society. She was just an ordinary teenage girl.  
 As described previously, the singing competition could be joined by 
everyone. All social backgrounds could join this competition as long as they have 
the singing talent. Everyone in America, even if they are commoners, they have 
the same opportunity to be successful. It is shown in Sing that all audition 
participants are commoners, none of them showed their wealth or social status. 
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All audition participants got the same opportunity regardless of who they were 
and treated equal. 
 
3.15 The queue auditions in front of the Moon’s theater 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
 Figure 3.14 uses extreme long shot, shows the long queue in front of 
Moon’s theater. Everybody queued one by one to the audition stage. From the 
queue shown above, the researcher can say that this audition is open for 
everybody regardless the social position. All the participant are from middle-
lower class society. there are housewife, teenager, and street musician, which 
means that American rely more on their capability in doing things instead of using 
their social status to reach their goals. In addition, the choice of the winner will be 





3.3 The Characters Practice Hardwork to Gain Material Wealth  
 Hardwork is the basic ethics since Puritan era. Puritans believed that work 
hard is to glorify God, they work very hard then material wealth is the 
consequence for that. Moreover, hard work ethic is becoming secular value. Most 
Americans still believe hard work value could change their life. As Datesman et al 
(2005,p.32-33) proposes that “The Puritan work ethic associated material success 
with godliness....in some ways, material possesions were seen not only as tangible 
evidence of people’s work, but also of their abilities.” By taking advantage from 
hard work, people can earn the material wealth since material wealth become 
important thing to American to standarize their life.  
 In Sing movie, everyone in the city was interested to join the competition 
because of the big amount of prize money as written on the flyer. After selecting 
the candidates, Moon decided to choose some people who were talented and able 
to continue to the next stage. Furthermore, all the contestans showed their hard 
work to get the prize money. All the characters show their hardwork to gain 
material wealth, as shown in the dialogue below, 
Moon :  And if you want to become a stars and win 100 grand then you better be 
ready to work harder than you’ve ever worked in your lives. so get some 
sleep and dream big dream 





 From what Moon said in the dialogue, it can be conclude that all the 
participants were joining the competition because they wanted to earn the money 
promised. In this case, it is proved that the purpose of the hard work is for 
material wealth. As Toqueville (1938) said that “Americans believed economic 
prosperity was possible and achieving it would ratify the American Dream whose 
promise of hard work (not good luck) is the path to prosperity.” Everyone show 
their capability to get the goal of their hard work which is get the money prize.  
 In Johnny’s case, his life was controlled by his father. He could not do 
what he wanted, even joining the competition. He went to the audition without his 
father’s notice. Hard work value is practiced when he managed his time for 
joining the rehearsal and also being a part of his father’s biggest plan to rob a 
bank. It is described when Johnny asked Moon’s permission to leave the reaharsal 
early because he had a family business as presented in the dialogue below:  
Moon : What do you mean? You gotta leave now? 
Johhny  : I know. I’m I’m so sorry. It’s just. I got this family business thing 
Moon : Do I need to start worrying about your commitment here, Johnny? 
Tell me no 
Johnny : No, absolutely not. I promise it won’t happen again 
Moon : It better not 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
In the dialogue above, Johnny was accidentally called by his father to 
learn driving. The line when Johnny said “No, absolutely not. I promise it won’t 
happen again” showed his persistence to be sucessful in the competition.   
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The second action that indicates Johnny’s hardwok is when he had a 
position as singer who must play piano. The hard work is practiced when he 
started to learn the piano because in the beginning, he told Moon that he could not 
play piano and Moon said that Miss Crawley would help him. When he tried to 
break the box of prize money, he reliazed that he should not act like this 
Miss Crawley  : You gave me a fright there! 
Johnny  : Sorry, I didn’t meant to. I just... I know it’s late but I could 
really use some extra piano lessons  
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
 
Figure 3.16 Johnny practicing piano with Miss Crawley 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
In the dialogue above, he shows his willingness to learn to play the piano. 
Even though he kept making mistakes, he kept trying to learn more how to play 
the piano well. However, Figure 3.15 uses long shot emphasizing Johnny and Ms. 
Crawley from head to toe in front of the piano and also shows the setting where 
they were. In this scene, it shows how Johnny tried to practice piano with Ms. 
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Crawley in Moon’s office. The hard work ethic in this context is practiced when 
he asked Miss Crawly for extra piano lesson. He had his willingness to give his 
best performance. 
The second character is Rosita. Rosita is a housewife and all the 
housechores including  take care of their piglets are her everyday’s duties. Joining 
the competition rehearsal means that it would change her everyday life. So that, 
she made equipments that could  replace her in house for a while. 
  
Figure 3.17 The situation of  Rosita’s 
apartement while Rosita is preparing 
the equipments in the night.  
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
Figure 3.18 The situation of  Rosita’s 
apartement, while Rosita is preparing 
the equipments until morning. 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
 
Figure 3.17 and 3.18 use long shot that emphasizes Rosita’s apartement at 
night and in the morning. It shows that she worked hard overnight. It shows she 
worked overnight to made the equipments which function to replace her when she 




Figure 3.19 Rosita’s expression as she 
leave her apartment. 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
Figure 3.20 The equipment that Rosita 
build to prepare breakfast to the piglets 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
 
In Figure 3.19, it uses medium shot. It emphasizes Rosita from waist to 
head. It shows Rosita’s facial expression and her background setting when she left 
the apartement. From Rosita’s facial expression, it shows her excitement for the 
rehearsal because she already prepared everything in the house before. She proved 
through her hard work that she could take care of her 25 piglets and husband 
without Nanny's help as she wanted before. However in Figure 3.20, it 
emphasizes equipments that work in the kitchen. She prepared the needs of the 
piglets and her husband from waking up to back to sleep. It can be concluded that 
her hard work to make all the equipment succeesful.  
Rosita also showed her hard work in the rehearsal. At first, Rosita was 
known as a stiff women that could not dance. When she was partnered with 
Gunter, she tried hard to follow what Moon wanted with them to do, to be duet 
singers who will sing with dance along the show. So, she decided to drew the 
dancing steps on floor to make her follow every single move in the song correctly.  
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Gunter : Oh! What is this for? 
Rosita  : Now, we use this to follow the steps.  
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
 
Figure 3.21 Rosita practice to dance with her step dance floor 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
In the dialogue above, it shows that Rosita wanted Gunter and her to 
follow the steps she made in order to make their dance correct according to the 
steps she has made. Figure 3.21 is long shot. It emphasizes Rosita from head to 
toe and also her surrounding. It shows Rosita’s facial expression and her gesture 
when she tried to follow the dance steps she made. She looked so serious with the 
prpactice. She wanted to make her step perfect. In this case, Rosita shows hard 
work value on a housewife who did not leave her responsibility for anything else. 
She struggled to do anything she could do to be responsible with all the choices 
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she had whether about the addition or the responsibility to the family. She still put 
the family first above all. 
 Ash also shows her hardwork by writing her own song after being cheated 
and mocked by her boyfriend. She was underestimated by her boyfriend that she 
could not write her own song. She worked hard to prove that she could write her 
own song.   
Ash : let it all free...free...free... (checking the chord) okay, wait, let me see 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
 
Figure 3.21 Ash was writing her own song 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
Figure 3.22 is long shot faming that emphasizes Ash from head to toe and 
the background setting which is in her room. Ash’s facial expression shows that 
she looked so serious to sing the lyrics while playing her guitar to check the chord. 
The song she wrote expresses what she feels during her downfall and how she 
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react toward that. It shows Ash's hard work to prove that he could write her own 
song. Meena is described as a teenger with low self-confidence. She was a 
nervous person. At the audition, she was too nervous to sing and then she failed. 
When her family knew that she failed the audtiton, her grandfather forced her to 
ask Moon for second audition by brought a cake she made. Meena did her 
grandfather’s request, she asked Moon to give him a second chance to audition. 
However, Moon did not hear Meena's request, but on the other hand, Moon 
assumed that Meena would be able to help the running of this competition, then 
Moon convinced Meena to become backstage crew. 
 
Figure 3.22 Meena learn to operate the tools behind the stage. 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
Figure 3.24 uses medium shot. It emphasizes Meena from waist to head. It shows 
Meena’s facial expression when she tried to operate the tools in the backstage. 
She looks so careful yet she tried to manage her confidence. She was trying to be 
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responsible with it. Hard work value represented by Meena is when he insist to 
become a backstage crew even though it is not what she wanted. She also helped 
Moon to build a show for Nana. They searched for squish, stealing water, and 
making a giant aquarium from jendele glass together proves that she is working 
hard and being responsible with the responsibilities already given to her. 
 Not only the contestant that show their hard work to get the money, Moon 
also worked hard to get the money sponsored to his show. Moon searched 
someone to sponsor this competition. He asked Nana for help, Nana was Eddie’s 
grandmother, she was a rich singer. Moon had many ways to persuade Nana. 
Moon tried various ways to persuade Nana, from bringing flowers which actually 
flowers in front of Nana's own house until reminding Nana of her good old days. 
Moon : How would you like to be the sponsor for a very prestigious prize? 
Nana : Not for that singing contest I saw on the news 
Moon : That’s the one 
Nana : Oh, I see. You don’t have the money, do you? 
Moon : Well, we don’t quite have it all locked in 
Nana : Well, you’ll not get cent out of me 






Figure 3.23 Moon persuading Nana by bringing flowers 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
From dialogues above, it can be concluded that Nana had no desire to help 
Moon. Moon explained clearly his purpose in Nana’s house, but Nana rejected his 
request by saying "well, you'll not get a cent out of me." Figure 3.25 uses long 
shot that emphasizes all the characters from head to toe. This scene is when Moon 
tried to give her flowers and expressed her desire to persuade Nana is the 
practiced of  hard work. However, Moon's efforts did not stop there. Moon tried to 
remind Nana about her good old days. 
Moon : Oh this show is gonna pack’em like it did in the good old days 
Nana : They were not good old days Mr.Moon. They were magnificent. And the 
theater of yours, it was a palace of wonder and magic 
Moon : But, Nana, it still is  
Nana : I can recall the ushers in their velvet suits. Queue a mile long just to get a 
ticket. The curtain rising over that glorious stage 
Moon : Music and light bringing dreams to life? 
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Nana : Precisely 
Moon : Well, it’s just like you remember it. In fact, I’ve made it even more 
spectacular. Come see yourself. Uh, a special performance just for you. What 
do you say, Nana? 
Nana : I say you are a liar, Mr.Moon....But, anything’s better than spending another 
evening playing checker with this old fart 
Moon : Great. It’s gonna blow your away, Nana and that is no lie. 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
On the dialogues above, Moon was trying hard to persuade Nana by 
reminding her how beautiful was her good old day. Moon assured  Nana that the 
would be more spectacular than the others. In the end, Moon succeeded to 
persuade Nana and promised to show a spectacular show like she said before like 
he said in the dialogue, "It's gonna blow your away, Nana and that is no lie." 
 
Figure 3.24 Moon convincing Nana by going to give a show 
(Sing, Garth Jennings, 2016) 
 Figure 3.24 uses medium shot which emphasizes Moon from waist to head. 
This figure showed Moon facial expresion when he knew that Nana wanted to see 
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his show for her. Spontaneously, he turned his body and raised his left hand to 
Nana and clenched his right hand while smiling broadly shows he was happy for 
his hard work of persuading Nana. He is also very excited to show Nana his 
spectacular show he said before.  
 Moon prepared various things for this special show. He had an ambitious 
concept, but he did not have all he needs. Moon who had many ideas, did various 
things to make it happen such as sticking advertisements illegally, stealing water, 
and creating an "aquarium stage" made of theater windows. It also shows Moon's 
hard work of what he had done. 
 However, everything happened beyond his control. The show that he 
planned fell apart because of the arrival of a bear gang that destroyed the 
"aquarium stage ". Nana was disappointed with the show Moon promised. Moon 
became even more devastated since the theater he defended fell apart. Even 
though Moon lost everything, all the audition participants changed their mind to 
keep a show because they felt like they have found their existences by singing. 
Sing movie delivered a small message about how money is not everything, as 
most American did not want to be called as materialistic. Finally, Moon still held 
a small show with a makeshift stage. The show was going great. Everyone was 
entertained by the singing talents showed. In the end, Nana decided to help Moon 
to buy his theater land to rebuild again. At the end of this story, it is shown that 
material wealth was still an important thing for social life. 
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CHAPTER IV  
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 
 
4.1 Conclusion  
  Based on the data from Sing movie which are the actions and dialogues of 
the characters and also several song soundtracks, the researcher concluded that 
Sing movie is the representation of American values practices as the guidelines for 
the life of Americans to reach their life goals. Furthermore, Sing movie shows 
American values on the power of American commoners. In American context, 
hereditary or social status does not really matter because one’s success is not 
defined by their social status but more on their cability. In Sing movie, the 
characters are depicted as common people who can reach their dream of becoming 
succesful singers by practicing American values. It also shows that the singing 
competition was opened for everyone. Such situation represents the equality of 
opportunity that happens in American social life. All the characters also work 
hard to win the money prize. It shows that material wealth can be won by putting 
forth hard work, not only by luck. As well, Sing taught the viewers guidelines for 











 American values that become the foundation for the Americans in social 
life can be one of the inspirations for movie. There are so many American movies 
that reflect American values in different ways. If the next researcher is interested 
to conduct research on American values, The Greatest Showman will be a 
considerable object. The researcher prefers to give a suggestion with other movies 
because it will be more applicable to the next researcher to conduct a research 
about American values as the theory. As well , the movie depicts more varieties 
on the practices of American values that can broaden the discussion upon 
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